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A Chinese paramilitary officer stands guard in the snow outside the North Korean Embassy in Beijing on December
12, 2012. / MARK RALSTON/AFP/GETTY IMAGES
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In response to new United Nations sanctions, North Korea has canceled
the armistice that ended the Korean War, ended a non-aggression pact with Seoul
and cut off a military hotline meant to defuse incidents along the Korean border.
North Korea's actions have been coupled with verbal threats to "miserably
destroy" U.S. troops and launch "pre-emptive nuclear strikes" and "final
destruction" of Seoul.
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As Pyongyang's longtime ally and next-door neighbor, China could play a role in
pressuring the regime, but how much influence Beijing has is unclear. China
supported the last round of sanctions from the U.N., which places new limits on
North Korean trade, banking and travel.
"The resolution is a strong one," Stephanie KleineAhlbrandt of the International Crisis Group told
CBS News. "It takes sanctions a step further than
the previous resolutions. The question will always
be the extent to which we see implementation."
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China's own trade with North Korea, however,
remains robust - by some estimates totaling $11
billion. China is also a major supplier of oil and
food aid to the country. Kleine-Ahlbrandt says
that while China could use economic ties and aid
as leverage, it's unlikely that will happen anytime
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soon.
"People are hoping China will curb some of that, but I think that's unrealistic to
expect because China still prioritizes stability over denuclearization," she said.
China's Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi recently said Beijing's support of the U.N.
sanctions do not signal a change in direction for the country, saying that sanctions
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are not "the fundamental way to resolve relevant issues." In lieu of sanctions,
China has repeatedly called for dialogue, negotiation and a return to the six-party
talks.
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Stronger sanctions or independent action from
Beijing to cut food and oil supplies could bring
North Korea close to collapse. That could
potentially draw more American soldiers into
South Korea, on China's doorstep, in an attempt to
stabilize the peninsula. A collapse of the regime
would also result in a dramatic increase in
refugees flowing from the North across China's
border, destabilizing the entire region.
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Even if China supported stronger action against
North Korea, Kleine-Ahlbrandt says that may not
deter the regime's pursuit of a nuclear weapon.
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"The problem is that North Korea is actually distanced from the international
system, so it's very difficult to see the effect that sanctions could have on North
Korea because sanctions are underpinned by a philosophy of costs and benefits
that are just not shared by the leadership of North Korea," she said.
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North Korea's decision to conduct its third nuclear test last month was a measure
of defiance against China's statements urging Pyongyang not to go through with it,
leaving the six-party members, including China, frustrated.
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"The reality is the international community has not been able to come up with an
appropriate policy response which has effected North Korea's calculations," says
Kleine-Ahlbrandt. "So one should really ask, what is their calculation based on,
and is the current policy measure actually going to bring about the actual changes
that we think it is?"
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After the late Nelson Mandela came to
power in South Africa, he set up a
"truth commission." All the
perpetrators of the apartheid regime
had to do was tell the truth-and all
would be forgiven.(Original Air Date:
02/16/97)
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JH1972 March 13, 2013 2:2PM

Too bad we didn't invade Korea back in 2002. We had actual evidence of their weapons
program back then, instead we invaded Iraq. It would have been more justified to hit
Korea. And hell, N. Korea admitted it was making WMD's then!
Now, they have the atomic football they can punt over the DMZ at us. I know all of us
older folks REALLY remember the horror of Chenobyl and it's atomic fallout cloud that
threaten to travel the jet stream east over Asia and into Alaska and the west coast at
least. From the x generation back thru the disco queens, the hip 60's, baby boomers, the
50's boppers, and the aging out WW2 folk have felt the cold war tensions at least, and
the horror of justified global war at it most trying time. The y and z generations don't
really contemplate what nuclear exposure of any kind can really do. There was some
exposure last year with that Japan reactor meltdown float all the way down the west
coast. If N. Korea invades, it would the first true enemy our country has faced in 60
years. I would be proud to take the watch along the DMZ and defend it from those
would kill everyone else in the name of a defunct 19th century socialist ideaology.
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NETJUNKIE1 March 13, 2013 3:3PM

That issue with Japan's reactor is ongoing....today we count the fish exposed,
tomorrow we count the people.
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NWPA March 13, 2013 11:11AM

People laughing at nuclear threats? Wow, you are a bunch of morons.
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NO_SUPREMACY March 13, 2013 3:3PM

In fairness NWPA, the below comments are from a single person who
repeatedly uses multiple usernames .. he is notorious for commenting on his
own comments, in attempts to convey that his views are more mainstream
than they are .. he is notorious for having his user accounts cancelled by the
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moderators at CBSnews .. he is notorious for cutting and pasting long winded
writings of others that are as off topic as they are incorrect .. he is notorious for
hate speech, both in opposition to anything Jewish, Israeli, or about Israel and
in assertion of his role as a propagandist and advocate in favor of the Ku Klux
Klan and Nazi beliefs .. .. oh, the characterizations could go on, but suffice it to
say "someone as wise as are you shouldn't be dismayed by the apparent spread
of moronism, for it ain't so".
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